Diagnostic accuracy of a teleradiology image transmission system.
Teleradiology is the remote interpretation of digitized radiographic images by physicians. The images are usually transmitted over telephone lines, but satellite communication has also been used. The interpretability of the transmitted image is an important factor in the operation and use of teleradiology systems. Commercially available equipment has certain built-in functions that may enhance the interpretability of the image received. These functions and their usefulness in diagnosis are described. It is also possible to enhance the image for transmission, prior to digitizing, by certain manual techniques. These may be of value in situations where the first transmission is lacking in some quality. A test of these functions and techniques is reported.